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AMENDMENT 

LISTING OF CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
Application. 

1. (Cancelled) 

2. (Currently Amended) A method for mapping input listings to consolidated 
listings, the method comprising the computer-implemented steps of: 

establishing a group of input listings from a plurality of input listings by grouping 
input listings that have in common one or more attribute values; 

determining, for the group of input listings, a corresponding consolidated listing 
based on attribute values associated with the input listings in said group and attribute 
values associated with consolidated listings by: 

Tho method of C l aim 1 further compris i ng the st e ps of: 

mapp i ng i nd i v i dua l i nput l i st i ngs from said p l ura li ty of input li st i ngs to 
consolidat e d l i st i ngs bas e d on a compar i son b e tw ee n attr i but e valu e s of th e i nd i v i dua l 
i nput list i ngs and attr i bute va l ues assoc i at e d with said conso li dated li st i ngs; 

where i n th e stop of dotormin i ng a correspond i ng conso li dat e d li st i ng for tho 
group of input li st i ngs i nc l ud e s: 

determining whether any individual input listings in the group have been 

mapped to consolidated listings; and 

if one or more individual input listings in the group have been mapped to 

consolidated listings, and all of the one or more individual input listings are 

mapped to the same particular consolidated listing, then determining that said 

particular consolidated listing is the corresponding consolidated listing for said 

group; and 

mapping individual input listings from said plurality of input listings to 
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consolidated listings based on a comparison between attribute values of the individual 
input listings and attribute values associated with said consolidated listings, wherein 
each input listing in the group of input listings is mapped to the corresponding 
consolidated listing . 

3. (Original) The method of Claim 2 wherein: 

the method further includes the step of determining normalized forms of one or 
more attributes of the individual input listings; and 

the comparison between attribute values of the individual input listings and 
attribute values associated with said consolidated listings is performed by comparing 
the normalized forms of the one or more attributes of the individual input listings and 
attribute values associated with said consolidated listings. 

4. (Currently Amended) A method for mapping input listings to consolidated 
listings, the method comprising the computer-implemented steps of: 

establishing a group of input listings from a plurality of input listings by grouping 
input listings that have in common one or more attribute values: 

determining, for the group of input listings, a corresponding consolidated listing 
based on attribute values associated with the input listings in said group and attribute 
values associated with consolidated listings; 

mapping each input listing in the group of input listings to the corresponding 
consolidated listing: 

Th e m e thod of Cla i m 1 , furth e r compr i s e s th e st e ps of: 

receiving search criteria; 

in response to receiving the search criteria, determining one or more 
consolidated listings that match the search criteria; 

presenting the one or more consolidated listings as a search result 
corresponding to the search criteria; and 

receiving a selection request that selects a consolidated listing; 
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in response to the selection request, presenting all input listings that are mapped 
to a selected consolidated listing that is selected by the selection request. 

5. (Currently Amended) A method for mapping input listings to consolidated 
listings, the method comprising the computer-implemented steps of: 

establishing a group of input listings from a plurality of input listings by grouping 
input listings that have in common one or more attribute values; 

determining, for the group of input listings, a corresponding consolidated listing 
based on attribute values associated with the input listings in said group and attribute 
values associated with consolidated listings; and 

mapping each input listing in the group of input listings to the corresponding 
consolidated listing Tho method as rocitod in Cla i m 1 , wherein the group of input listings 
has at least one input listing that has not, prior to establishing the group, been mapped 
to the corresponding consolidated listing. 

6. (Currently Amended) A method for mapping input listings to consolidated 
listings, the method comprising the computer-implemented steps of: 

establishing a group of input listings from a plurality of input listings by grouping 
input listings that have in common one or more attribute values and Tho mothod of 
Cla i m 1, where i n e stabl i sh i ng a group of i nput li st i ngs further comprisos tho stop of: in 
the plurality of input listings, mapping all variant attribute values that represent the same 
information to a corresponding normalized form; 

determining, for the group of input listings, a corresponding consolidated listing 
based on attribute values associated with the input listings in said group and attribute 
values associated with consolidated listings; and 

mapping each input listing in the group of input listings to the corresponding 
consolidated listing . 

7. (Currently Amended) A method for mapping input listings to consolidated 
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listings, the method comprising the computer-implemented steps of: 

establishing a group of input listings from a plurality of input listings by grouping 
input listings that have in common one or more attribute values; 

determining, for the group of input listings, a corresponding consolidated listing 
based on attribute values associated with the input listings in said group and attribute 
values associated with consolidated listings Th e m e thod of C l a i m 1 t wherein attribute 
values associated with the plurality of input listings include one or more of: 

a name value; 

a Product Code value; 

a model value; 

a title value; 

an author value; 

a brand value; and 

a Universal Product Code (UPC) value : and 

mapping each input listing in the group of input listings to the corresponding 
consolidated listing . 

8. (Currently Amended) A method for mapping input listings to consolidated 
listings, the method comprising the computer-implemented steps of: 

establishing a group of input listings from a plurality of input listings by grouping 
input listings that have in common one or more attribute values: 

determining, for the group of input listings, a corresponding consolidated listing 
based on attribute values associated with the input listings in said group and attribute 
values associated with consolidated listings by : wh e r ei n d e t e rm i n i ng for th e group of 
input li st i ngs a con s o li dat e d li sting furth e r compr i s e s th e st e ps of: 

determining whether there is any input listing in the group of input listings 

that is mapped to any consolidated listing; and 

if there are no input listings in the group of input listings that are mapped 

to any consolidated listing, then creating a new consolidated listing and mapping 
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the input listings in the group of input listings to the new consolidated listing. 

9. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 8, wherein creating a new 
consolidated listing further comprises the steps of: 

assigning a source weight to each source from which any of the plurality of input 

listings is obtained; 

calculating the a sum of the source weights for the group; and 

if the sum of the source weights is greater than a pre-selected numeric threshold, 

then selecting an item listing from one of the sources in the group as the new 

consolidated listing. 

10. (Original) The method of Claim 8 wherein, if there are input listings in the 
group that map to different consolidated listings, then setting aside the input listings in 
the group for a deferred analysis. 

1 1 . (Original) The method as recited in Claim 10, wherein the deferred analysis 
includes using a manual tool to determine the corresponding consolidated listing for 
each input listing that has been set aside for deferred analysis. 

12. (Currently Amended) A method for mapping input listings to consolidated 
listings, the method comprising the computer-implemented steps of: 

establishing a group of input listings from a plurality of input listings by grouping 
input listings that have in common one or more attribute values: 

determining, for the group of input listings, a corresponding consolidated listing 
based on attribute values associated with the input listings in said group and attribute 
values associated with consolidated listings , wherein the step of determining, for the 
group input listings, a corresponding consolidated listing comprises the steps of: 

step A: performing a correlation check between input listings of the group of 
input listings; 
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step B: if all the input listings in the group of input listings pass the correlation 
check then determining whether there is more than one consolidated listing that was 
previously selected for establishing the group of input listings and for having at least 
one attribute value that is a member of a set of attribute values wherein the set of 
attribute values includes a model value of a selected input listing and a name value of 
the selected input listing, wherein the selected input listing is selected from the plurality 
of input listings and that is not mapped to any consolidated listing; 

step C: if it determined from step B that there is only one consolidated listing, 
then mapping all the input listings of the group of input listings to the one consolidated 
listing; 

step D: if it determined from step B that there are more than one consolidated 
listing, then merging the more than one consolidated listing into a merged consolidated 
listing and mapping all the input listings of the group of input listings to the merged 
consolidated listing; 

step E: if it determined from step B that there is no consolidated listing, then 
creating a new consolidated listing and mapping all the input listings of the group of 
input listings to the new consolidated listing; and 

step F: if not all the input listings in the group of input listings pass the correlation 
check, then setting aside the input listings in the group of input listings for a deferred 
analysis. 

13. (Original) The method as recited in Claim 12, wherein a deferred analysis 
includes using a manual tool to determine the corresponding consolidated listing for 
each input listing that has been set aside for deferred analysis. 

14. (Original) The method of Claim 6, wherein establishing a group of input 
listings further comprises the steps of: 

for each input listing that is not mapped to any consolidated listing and that has a 
Product Code value, determining the corresponding consolidated listing that has the 
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Product Code value in common with the input listing that is not mapped; 

for each input listing that is not mapped to any consolidated listing and for which 
there is the corresponding consolidated listing that has in common the Product Code 
value with the input listing that is not mapped, determining whether the input listing that 
is not mapped and the corresponding consolidated listing have in common a brand 
value; 

for each input listing that is not mapped to any consolidated listing and for which 
there is the corresponding consolidated listing that has the Product Code value and the 
brand value in common with the input listing that is not mapped, mapping the input 
listing that is not mapped to the corresponding consolidated listing; and 

grouping all input listings that have in common the Product Code value. 

15. (Original) The method of Claim 6, wherein establishing a group of input 
listings further comprises the steps of: 

for each input listing that is not mapped to any consolidated listing and that has a 
name value, determining the corresponding consolidated listing that has the name 
value in common with the input listing that is not mapped; 

for each input listing that is not mapped to any consolidated listing and for which 
there is the corresponding consolidated listing that has in common the name value with 
the input listing that is not mapped, determining whether the input listing that is not 
mapped and the corresponding consolidated listing have in common a brand value; 

for each input listing that is not mapped to any consolidated listing and for which 
there is the corresponding consolidated listing that has the name value and the brand 
value in common with the input listing that is not mapped, mapping the input listing that 
is not mapped to the corresponding consolidated listing; and 

grouping all input listings that have in common the name value. 

16. (Original) The method of Claim 6, wherein establishing a group of input 
listings further comprises the steps of: 
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for each input listing that is not mapped to any consolidated listing and that has a 
title value, determining the corresponding consolidated listing that has the title value in 
common with the input listing that is not mapped; 

for each input listing that is not mapped to any consolidated listing and for which 
there is the corresponding consolidated listing that has in common the title value with 
the input listing that is not mapped, determining whether the input listing that is not 
mapped and the corresponding consolidated listing have in common an author value; 

for each input listing that is not mapped to any consolidated listing and for which 
there is the corresponding consolidated listing that has the title value and the author 
value in common with the input listing that is not mapped, mapping the input listing that 
is not mapped to the corresponding consolidated listing; and 

grouping all input listings that have in common the title value. 

17. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 6, wherein establishing a group 
of input listings further comprises the steps of: 

step A: selecting from the plurality of input listings one input listing that is not 
mapped to be a selected input listing; 

step B: determining whether there are any input listings other than the selected 
input listing that was selected in step A from the plurality of input listings that have not 
been mapped to any consolidated listing and that have at least one attribute value that 
is a member of a set of attribute values that includes a model value and a name value 
of the selected input listing that was selected at step A; 

step C: selecting from the plurality of input listings all input listings that have not 
been mapped to any consolidated listing and that have at least one attribute value that 
is the member of the set of attribute values that includes the model value and the name 
value of the selected input listing that was selected at step A; and 

step D: grouping the input listings that are selected at step C with the selected 
input listing^ 

step E: selecting all consolidated listings that have at least one attribute value 
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that is a member of a set of attribute values wherein the set of attribute values includes 
a model value of the selected input listing and a name value of the selected input 
listing; 

step F: selecting the input listings that are mapped to the consolidated listings 
that are selected in step B; and 

step G: establishing the group by grouping the input listings that are selected at 
step F with the input listings in step D. 

18. (Original) The method of Claim 17, further comprising the steps of: 

if there are no input listings other than the selected input listing from the plurality 
of input listings that have not been mapped to any consolidated listing and that have at 
least one attribute value that is the member of the set of attribute values that includes 
the model and the name value of the selected input listing that was selected at step A 
of Claim 17, then designating the selected input listing that was selected at step A as a 
singleton input listing; 

performing a correlation test between the singleton input listing and all input 
listings that have not been mapped to any consolidated listing and that have a category 
attribute value in common with the singleton input listing; and 

if the singleton input listing fails the correlation test then setting aside the 
singleton input listing in the group for a deferred analysis. 

19. (Original) The method as recited in Claim 18, wherein a deferred analysis 
includes using a manual tool to determine the corresponding consolidated listing for 
each input listing that has been set aside for deferred analysis. 

20. (Original) The method of Claim 12, wherein performing a correlation test 
between input listings of the group of input listings further comprises performing one or 
more of the following: 

performing a name correlation test; 
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performing a numbers_in_the_name correlation test; 
performing a price correlation test; 
performing a category correlation test; 
performing a brand correlation test; and 
performing a model correlation test. 

21. (Original) The method of Claim 20, wherein performing a correlation test 
between input listings of the group of input listings further comprises performing the 
steps of: 

determining a worst name correlation value in the group of input listings for the 
name correlation test; 

determining a worst numbersjn_the_name correlation value in the group of 
input listings for the humbers_in_the_name correlation test; 

determining a worst price correlation value in the group of input listings for the 
price correlation test; 

determining a worst category correlation value in the group of input listings for 
performing the category correlation test; and 

determining a listing-match-friction value for the group of input listings by taking a 
sum of the worst name correlation value, the worst numbers_in_the_name correlation 
value, the worst price correlation value and the worst category correlation value. 

22. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 20, wherein performing a name 
correlation test between input listings of the group of input listings comprises the steps 
of: 

pairing input listings from the group of input listings such that each input listing is 
paired with every other input listing in the group to form pairs of input listings; 
for each pair of input listings, performing the steps of: 
splitting the name value for each input listing in the pair of input listing into 
components, wherein each atom component contains one alpha-numeric word; 
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selecting components that do not contain any numerals for each input listing in 
the pair to be one or more selected components; 

assigning a name correlation score based on how many of the one or more 
selected components are in common between the input listings in the pair; 

if the name correlation score is greater than a pre-selected threshold name 
correlation score value then passing the pair of input listings; 

if the name correlation score is less than the pre-selected threshold name 
correlation score value then failing the pair of input listings; 

if all the pairs of input listings have passed the name correlation test, then 
passing the group of input listings with respect to the name correlation test. 

23. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 20, wherein performing a 
numbers_in_the_name correlation test between input listings of the group of input 
listings comprises the steps of: 

pairing input listings from the group of input listings such that each input listing is 
paired with every other input listing in the group to form pairs of input listings; 

for each pair of input listings, performing the steps of: 

splitting the name value for each input listing in the pair of input listings into 
components, wherein each atom component contains one alpha-numeric word; 

selecting components that contain one or more numerals for each input listing in 
the pair of input listings to be one or more selected components; 

assigning a numbersjn_the_name correlation score based on how many of the 
one or more selected components are in common between the input listings in the pair 
of input listings; 

if the numbers_in_the_name correlation score is greater than a pre-selected 
threshold numbersjn_the_name correlation score value then passing the pair of input 
listings; 

if the numbers_in_the_name correlation score is less than the pre-selected 
threshold numbers_in_thejiame correlation score value then failing the pair of input 
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listings; 

if all the pairs of input listings have passed test, then passing the group of input 
listings with respect to the numbers in the name correlation test. 

24. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 20, wherein performing a 
category correlation test between input listings of the group of input listings comprises 
the steps of: 

pairing input listings from the group of input listings such that each input listing is 
paired with every other input listing in the group of input listings to form pairs of input 
listings; 

for each pair of input listings, performing the steps of: 

comparing e ach le af leaves of a category value in one input listing of the pair of 
input listings with a corresponding leaf leaves of the category value in a remaining input 
listing in the pair of input listings; 

passing the pair of input listings if the corresponding leaves match down to a pre- 
selected leaf-level; 

failing the pair of input listings if the corresponding leaves do not match down to 
the pre-selected leaf-level; 

if all the pairs of input listings have passed, then passing the group of input 
listings with respect to the category correlation test. 

25. (Original) The method of Claim 20, wherein performing a price correlation 
test between input listings of the group of input listings comprises the steps of: 

pairing input listings from the group of input listings such that each input listing is 
paired with every other input listing in the group of input listings to form pairs of input 
listings; 

for each pair of input listings, performing the steps of: 
comparing a price value in one input listing in the pair of input listings with a 
corresponding price value in a remaining input listing in the pair of input listings; 
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passing the pair of input listings if the price values match up to a preselected 
percentage; 

failing the pair of input listings if the price values do not match up to the pre- 
selected percentage; and 

if all the pairs of input listings have passed, then passing the group of input 
listings with respect to the price correlation test. 

26. (Original) The method of claim 20, wherein performing a model correlation 
test between input listings of the group of input listings comprises the steps of: 

pairing input listings from the group input listings such that each input listing is 
paired with every other input listing in the group of input listings to form pairs of input 
listings; 

^for each pair of input listings, performing the steps of: 

if each input listing in the pair of input listings has the model value then 
comparing the model values in the pair of input listings and performing the steps of; 

passing the pair of input listings if the model values exactly match; 

failing the pair of input listings if the model values do not exactly match; 

if one of the input listings in the pair of input listings does not have the model 
value then passing the pair of input listings; and 

if all the pairs of input listings have passed, then passing the group of input 
listings with respect to the model correlation test. 

27. (Original) The method of Claim 20, wherein performing a brand correlation 
test between input listings of the group of input listings comprises the steps of: 

pairing input listings from the group of input listings such that each input listing is 
paired with every other input listing in the group of input listings to form pairs of input 
listings; 

for each pair of input listings, performing the steps of: 

if each input listing in the pair has a brand value then comparing the brand 
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values in the pair of input listings and performing the steps of; passing the pair of input 
listings if the brand values exactly match; failing the pair of input listings if the brand 
values do not exactly match; 

if one of the input listings in the pair of input listings does not have the brand 
value then passing the pair of input listings; and 

if all the pairs of input listings have passed, then passing the group of input 
listings with respect to the brand correlation test. 

28. (Cancelled) 

29. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable medium carrying one or more 
sequences of instructions for mapping input listings to consolidated listings, wherein 
execution of the one or more seguences of instructions by one or more processors 
causes the one or more processors to perform the steps of: 

establishing a group of input listings from a plurality of input listings by grouping 
input listings that have in common one or more attribute values; 

determining, for the group of input listings, a corresponding consolidated listing 
based on attribute values associated with the input listings in said group and attribute 
values associated with consolidated listings by: 

Th e comput e r r e adab le m e d i um of C l a i m 28 furth e r compr i sing th e st e ps of: 

mapp i ng ind i v i dua l i nput li st i ngs from sa i d p l ura li ty of i nput li st i ngs to 
conso li dat e d li st i ngs bas e d on a compar i son b e tw ee n attr i but e va l u e s of th e i nd i v i dua l 
i nput li st i ngs and attr i but e va l u e s assoc i at e d w i th sa i d conso li dat e d l i stings; 

wherein th e st e p of d e t e rm i n i ng a corr e spond i ng conso li dat e d li st i ng for th e 
group of i nput listings i nc l ud e s: 

determining whether any individual input listings in the group have been 

mapped to consolidated listings; and 

if one or more individual input listings in the group have been mapped to 

consolidated listings, and all of the one or more individual input listings are 
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mapped to the same particular consolidated listing, then determining that said 
particular consolidated listing is the corresponding consolidated listing for said 
group; 

mapping individual input listings from said plurality of input listings to 
consolidated listings based on a comparison between attribute values of the individual 
input listings and attribute values associated with said consolidated listings, wherein 
each input listing in the group of input listings is mapped to the corresponding 
consolidated listing . 

30. (Original) The computer-readable medium of Claim 29 wherein: 

the method further includes the step of determining normalized forms of one or 
more attributes of the individual input listings; and 

the comparison between attribute values of the individual input listings and 
attribute values associated with said consolidated listings is performed by comparing 
the normalized forms of the one or more attributes of the individual input listings and 
attribute values associated with said consolidated listings. 

31. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable medium carrying one or more 
seguences of instructions for mapping input listings to consolidated listings, wherein 
execution of the one or more seguences of instructions by one or more processors 
causes the one or more processors to perform the steps of: 

establishing a group of input listings from a plurality of input listings by grouping 
input listings that have in common one or more attribute values; 

determining, for the group of input listings, a corresponding consolidated listing 
based on attribute values associated with the input listings in said group and attribute 
values associated with consolidated listings; 

mapping each input listing in the group of input listings to the corresponding 
consolidated listing; 
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Tho comput e r roadab l o med i um of C l a i m 28, furthor compr i ses tho stops of 
receiving search criteria; 

in response to receiving the search criteria, determining one or more 
consolidated listings that match the search criteria; 

presenting the one or more consolidated listings as a search result 
corresponding to the search criteria; and 

receiving a selection request that selects a consolidated listing; 

in response to the selection request, presenting all input listings that are mapped 
to a selected consolidated listing that is selected by the selection request. 

32. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable medium carrying one or more 
sequences of instructions for mapping input listings to consolidated listings, wherein 
execution of the one or more seguences of instructions by one or more processors 
causes the one or more processors to perform the steps of: 

establishing a group of input listings from a plurality of input listings by grouping 
input listings that have in common one or more attribute values; 

determining, for the group of input listings, a corresponding consolidated listing 
based on attribute values associated with the input listings in said group and attribute 
values associated with consolidated listings; and 

mapping each input listing in the group of input listings to the corresponding 
consolidated listing; Th e comput e r r e adab le m e dium as r e c i t e d i n C l a i m 28 , wherein 
the group of input listings has at least one input listing that has not, prior to establishing 
the group, been mapped to the corresponding consolidated listing. 

33. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable medium carrying one or more 
seguences of instructions for mapping input listings to consolidated listings, wherein 
execution of the one or more seguences of instructions by one or more processors 
causes the one or more processors to perform the steps of: 

establishing a group of input listings from a plurality of input listings by grouping 
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input listings that have in common one or more attribute values and Tho computer 
roadablo med i um of C l a i m 28, whoroin estab li shing a group of i nput li st i ngs further 
compris e s tho stop of: in the plurality of input listings, mapping all variant attribute 
values that represent the same information to a corresponding normalized form; 

determining, for the group of input listings, a corresponding consolidated listing 
based on attribute values associated with the input listings in said group and attribute 
values associated with consolidated listings; and 

mapping each input listing in the group of input listings to the corresponding 
consolidated listing . 

34. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable medium carrying one or more 
seguences of instructions for mapping input listings to consolidated listings, wherein 
execution of the one or more seguences of instructions by one or more processors 
causes the one or more processors to perform the steps of: 

establishing a group of input listings from a plurality of input listings by grouping 
input listings that have in common one or more attribute values; 

determining, for the group of input listings, a corresponding consolidated listing 
based on attribute values associated with the input listings in said group and attribute 
values associated with consolidated listings Th e comput e r - r e adab le m e d i um of C l a i m 
2S, wherein attribute values associated with the plurality of input listings include one or 
more of: 

a name value; 

a Product Code value; 

a model value; 

a title value; 

an author value; 

a brand value; and 

a Universal Product Code (UPC) value ; and 

mapping each input listing in the group of input listings to the corresponding 
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consolidated listing . 

35. (Currently Amended ) A computer-readable medium carrying one or more 
seguences of instructions for mapping input listings to consolidated listings, wherein 
execution of the one or more sequences of instructions by one or more processors 
causes the one or more processors to perform the steps of: 

establishing a group of input listings from a plurality of input listings by grouping 
input listings that have in common one or more attribute values; 

determining, for the group of input listings, a corresponding consolidated listing 
based on attribute values associated with the input listings in said group and attribute 
values associated with consolidated listings by: 

The comput e r roadab l o mod i um of C l aim 28, wheroin dotormining for tho group 
of input li st i ngs a conso l idated listing further compr i ses th e st e ps of: 

determining whether there is any input listing in the group of input listings 

that is mapped to any consolidated listing; arid 

if there are no input listings in the group of input listings that are mapped 

to any consolidated listing, then creating a new consolidated listing and mapping 

the input listings in the group of input listings to the new consolidated listing. 

36. (Currently Amended) The computer-readable medium of Claim 35, wherein 
creating a new consolidated listing further comprises the steps of: 

assigning a source weight to each source from which any of the plurality of input 

listings is obtained; 

calculating the a sum of the source weights for the group; and 

if the sum of the source weights is greater than a pre-selected numeric threshold, 

then selecting an item listing from one of the sources in the group as the new 

consolidated listing. 

37. (Original) The computer-readable medium of Claim 35 wherein, if there are 
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input listings in the group that map to different consolidated listings, then setting aside 
the input listings in the group for a deferred analysis. 

38. (Original) The computer-readable medium as recited in Claim 37, wherein 
the deferred analysis includes using a manual tool to determine the corresponding 
consolidated listing for each input listing that has been set aside for deferred analysis. 

39. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable medium carrying one or more 
sequences of instructions for mapping input listings to consolidated listings, wherein 
execution of the one or more seguences of instructions by one or more processors 
causes the one or more processors to perform the steps of: 

establishing a group of input listings from a plurality of input listings by grouping 
input listings that have in common one or more attribute values; 

determining, for the group of input listings, a corresponding consolidated listing 
based on attribute values associated with the input listings in said group and attribute 
values associated with consolidated listings 

Th e comput e r - r e adabl e m e dium of C l a i m 28 , wherein the step of determining, for 
the group input listings, a corresponding consolidated listing comprises the steps of: 

step A: performing a correlation check between input listings of the group of 
input listings; 

step B: if all the input listings in the group of input listings pass the correlation 
check then determining whether there is more than one consolidated listing that was 
previously selected for establishing the group of input listings and for having at least 
one attribute value that is a member of a set of attribute values wherein the set of 
attribute values includes a model value of a selected input listing and a name value of 
the selected input listing, wherein the selected input listing is selected from the plurality 
of input listings and that is not mapped to any consolidated listing; 

step C: if it determined from step B that there is only one consolidated listing, 
then mapping all the input listings of the group of input listings to the one consolidated 
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listing; 

step D: if it determined from step B that there are more than one consolidated 
listing, then merging the more than one consolidated listing into a merged consolidated 
listing and mapping all the input listings of the group of input listings to the merged 
consolidated listing; 

step E: if it determined from step B that there is no consolidated listing, then 
creating a new consolidated listing and mapping all the input listings of the group of 
input listings to the new consolidated listing; and 

step F: if not all the input listings in the group of input listings pass the correlation 
check, then setting aside the input listings in the group of input listings for a deferred 
analysis. 

40. (Original) The computer-readable medium as recited in Claim 39, wherein a 
deferred analysis includes using a manual tool to determine the corresponding 
consolidated listing for each input listing that has been set aside for deferred analysis. 

41 . (Original) The computer-readable medium of Claim 33, wherein establishing 
a group of input listings further comprises the steps of: 

for each input listing that is not mapped to any consolidated listing and that has a 
Product Code value, determining the corresponding consolidated listing that has the 
Product Code value in common with the input listing that is not mapped; 

for each input listing that is not mapped to any consolidated listing and for which 
there is the corresponding consolidated listing that has in common the Product Code 
value with the input listing that is not mapped, determining whether the input listing that 
is not mapped and the corresponding consolidated listing have in common a brand 
value; 

for each input listing that is not mapped to any consolidated listing and for which 
there is the corresponding consolidated listing that has the Product Code value and the 
brand value in common with the input listing that is not mapped, mapping the input 
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listing that is not mapped to the corresponding consolidated listing; and 

grouping all input listings that have in common the Product Code value. 

42. (Original) The computer-readable medium of Claim 33, wherein establishing 
a group of input listings further comprises the steps of: 

for each input listing that is not mapped to any consolidated listing and that has a 
name value, determining the corresponding consolidated listing that has the name 
value in common with the input listing that is not mapped; 

for each input listing that is not mapped to any consolidated listing and for which 
there is the corresponding consolidated listing that has in common the name value with 
the input listing that is not mapped, determining whether the input listing that is not 
mapped and the corresponding consolidated listing have in common a brand value; 

for each input listing that is not mapped to any consolidated listing and for which 
there is the corresponding consolidated listing that has the name value and the brand 
value in common with the input listing that is not mapped, mapping the input listing that 
is not mapped to the corresponding consolidated listing; and 

grouping all input listings that have in common the name value. 

43. (Original) The computer-readable medium of Claim 33, wherein establishing 
a group of input listings further comprises the steps of: 

for each input listing that is not mapped to any consolidated listing and that has a 
title value, determining the corresponding consolidated listing that has the title value in 
common with the input listing that is not mapped; 

for each input listing that is not mapped to any consolidated listing and for which 
there is the corresponding consolidated listing that has in common the title value with 
the input listing that is not mapped, determining whether the input listing that is not 
mapped and the corresponding consolidated listing have in common an author value; 

for each input listing that is not mapped to any consolidated listing and for which 
there is the corresponding consolidated listing that has the title value and the author 
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value in common with the input listing that is not mapped, mapping the input listing that 
is not mapped to the corresponding consolidated listing; and 

grouping all input listings that have in common the title value. 

44. (Original) The computer-readable medium of Claim 33, wherein establishing 
a group of input listings further comprises the steps of: 

step A: selecting from the plurality of input listings one input listing that is not 
mapped to be a selected input listing; 

step B: determining whether there are any input listings other than the selected 
input listing that was selected in step A from the plurality of input listings that have not 
been mapped to any consolidated listing and that have at least one attribute value that 
is a member of a set of attribute values that includes a model value and a name value 
of the selected input listing that was selected at step A; 

step C: selecting from the plurality of input listings all input listings that have not 
been mapped to any consolidated listing and that have at least one attribute value that 
is the member of the set of attribute values that includes the model value and the name 
value of the selected input listing that was selected at step A; and 

step D: grouping the input listings that are selected at step C with the selected 
input listing. 

step E: selecting all consolidated listings that have at least one attribute value 
that is a member of a set of attribute values wherein the set of attribute values includes 
a model value of the selected input listing and a name value of the selected input 
listing; 

step F: selecting the input listings that are mapped to the consolidated listings 
that are selected in step B; and 

step G: establishing the group by grouping the input listings that are selected at 
step F with the input listings in step D. 

45. (Original) The computer-readable medium of Claim 44, further comprising 
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the steps of: 

if there are no input listings other than the selected input listing from the plurality 
of input listings that have not been mapped to any consolidated listing and that have at 
least one attribute value that is the member of the set of attribute values that includes 
the model and the name value of the selected input listing that was selected at step A 
of Claim 44, then designating the selected input listing that was selected at step A as a 
singleton input listing; 

performing a correlation test between the singleton input listing and all input 
listings that have not been mapped to any consolidated listing and that have a category 
attribute value in common with the singleton input listing; and 

if the singleton input listing fails the correlation test then setting aside the 
singleton input listing in the group for a deferred analysis. 

46. (Original) The computer-readable medium as recited in Claim 45, wherein a 
deferred analysis includes using a manual tool to determine the corresponding 
consolidated listing for each input listing that has been set aside for deferred analysis. 

47. (Original) The computer-readable medium of Claim 39, wherein performing 
a correlation test between input listings of the group of input listings further comprises 
performing one or more of the following: 

performing a name correlation test; 

performing a numbersjn_the_name correlation test; 

performing a price correlation test; 

performing a category correlation test; 

performing a brand correlation test; and 

performing a model correlation test. 

48. (Original) The computer-readable medium of Claim 47, wherein performing 
a correlation test between input listings of the group of input listings further comprises 
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performing the steps of 

determining a worst name correlation value in the group of input listings for the 
name correlation test; 

determining a worst numbers_in_the_name correlation value in the group of 
input listings for the numbersjn_the_name correlation test; 

determining a worst price correlation value in the group of input listings for the 
price correlation test; 

determining a worst category correlation value in the group of input listings for 
performing the category correlation test; and 

determining a listing-match-friction value for the group of input listings by taking a 
sum of the worst name correlation value, the worst numbers_in_thejname correlation 
value, the worst price correlation value and the worst category correlation value. 

49. (Currently Amended) The computer-readable medium of Claim 47, wherein 
performing a name correlation test between input listings of the group of input listings 
comprises the steps of: 

pairing input listings from the group of input listings such that each input listing is 
paired with every other input listing in the group to form pairs of input listings; 

for each pair of input listings, performing the steps of 

splitting the name value for each input listing in the pair of input listing into 
components, wherein each atom component contains one alpha-numeric word; 

selecting components that do not contain any numerals for each input listing in 
the pair to be one or more selected components; 

assigning a name correlation score based on how many of the one or more 
selected components are in common between the input listings in the pair; 

if the name correlation score is greater than a pre-selected threshold name 
correlation score value then passing the pair of input listings; 

if the name correlation score is less than the pre-selected threshold name 
correlation score value then failing the pair of input listings; 
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if all the pairs of input listings have passed the name correlation test, then 
passing the group of input listings with respect to the name correlation test. 

50. (Currently Amended) The computer-readable medium of Claim 47, wherein 
performing a numbersjn_the_name correlation test between input listings of the group 
of input listings comprises the steps of: 

pairing input listings from the group of input listings such that each input listing is 
paired with every other input listing in the group to form pairs of input listings; 

for each pair of input listings, performing the steps of 

splitting the name value for each input listing in the pair of input listings into 
components, wherein each atom component contains one alpha-numeric word; 

selecting components that contain one or more numerals for each input listing in 
the pair of input listings to be one or more selected components; 

assigning a numbers_in_thejiame correlation score based on how many of the 
one or more selected components are in common between the input listings in the pair 
of input listings; 

if the numbers_in_the_name correlation score is greater than a pre-selected 
threshold numbers_in_the_name correlation score value then passing the pair of input 
listings; 

if the numbers_in_the_name correlation score is less than the pre-selected 
threshold numbers_in_the_name correlation score value then failing the pair of input 
listings; 

if all the pairs of input listings have passed test, then passing the group of input 
listings with respect to the numbers in the name correlation test. 

51 . (Currently Amended) The computer-readable medium of Claim 47, wherein 
performing a category correlation test between input listings of the group of input 
listings comprises the steps of 

pairing input listings from the group of input listings such that each input listing is 
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paired with every other input listing in the group of input listings to form pairs of input 
listings; 

for each pair of input listings, performing the steps of 

comparing e ach le af leaves of a category value in one input listing of the pair of 
input listings with a corresponding leaf leaves of the category value in a remaining input 
listing in the pair of input listings; 

passing the pair of input listings if the corresponding leaves match down to a pre- 
selected leaf-level; 

failing the pair of input listings if the corresponding leaves do not match down to 
the pre-selected leaf-level; 

if all the pairs of input listings have passed, then passing the group of input 
listings with respect to the category correlation test. 

52. (Original) The computer-readable medium of Claim 47, wherein performing 
a price correlation test between input listings of the group of input listings comprises the 
steps of: 

pairing input listings from the group of input listings such that each input listing is 
paired with every other input listing in the group of input listings to form pairs of input 
listings; 

for each pair of input listings, performing the steps of: 

comparing a price value in one input listing in the pair of input listings with a 
corresponding price value in a remaining input listing in the pair of input listings; 

passing the pair of input listings if the price values match up to a preselected 
percentage; 

failing the pair of input listings if the price values do not match up to the pre- 
selected percentage; and 

if all the pairs of input listings have passed, then passing the group of input 
listings with respect to the price correlation test. 
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53. (Original) The computer-readable medium of Claim 47, wherein performing 
a model correlation test between input listings of the group of input listings comprises 
the steps of: 

pairing input listings from the group input listings such that each input listing is 
paired with every other input listing in the group of input listings to form pairs of input 
listings; 

for each pair of input listings, performing the steps of 

if each input listing in the pair of input listings has the model value then 
comparing the model values in the pair of input listings and performing the steps of; 

passing the pair of input listings if the model values exactly match; 

failing the pair of input listings if the model values do not exactly match; 

if one of the input listings in the pair of input listings does not have the model 
value then passing the pair of input listings; and 

if all the pairs of input listings have passed, then passing the group of input 
listings with respect to the model correlation test. 

54. (Original) The computer-readable medium of Claim 47, wherein performing 
a brand correlation test between input listings of the group of input listings comprises 
the steps of: 

pairing input listings from the group of input listings such that each input listing is 
paired with every other input listing in the group of input listings to form pairs of input 
listings; 

for each pair of input listings, performing the steps of 

if each input listing in the pair has a brand value then comparing the brand 

values in the pair of input listings and performing the steps of passing the pair of input 

listings if the brand values exactly match; failing the pair of input listings if the brand 

values do not exactly match; 

if one of the input listings in the pair of input listings does not have the brand 

value then passing the pair of input listings; and 
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if all the pairs of input listings have passed, then passing the group of input 
listings with respect to the brand correlation test. 
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